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St Giles C of E Academy
Music  Curriculum Overview  
	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	EYFS
Rec
	A – Classroom provision and enhancement
Matching the instrument pairs 

B - My Musical Classroom
Investigate the timbre of instruments and sound-makers.
Tap out rhythms using instruments and body percussion.
Respond to simple rhythmic structures. 

	C – Musical patterns and performing 
Follow simple notation
Match movements to music and follow musical cues
Follow a simple graphic score
Move to the pulse of a song
Play simple rhythms
D – Classroom provision and enhancements
Tapping rhythms (Tadpole frog)  
	E Classroom Provision and enhancements 
Boom whackers and music to follow on the iPad.

F Classroom Provision and enhancements 
Creating moves and music to popular songs on the ipad


	Year 1

	Exploring pulse and rhythm 
Exploring pulse through songs and movement.
Controlling pulse using voices and instruments
Exploring the difference between pulse and rhythm
Copying and creating rhythmic patterns.
	Exploring sounds
Exploring how sounds can be changed
Exploring the timbre of instruments and voices
Sequencing sounds to tell stories and create effects
Copying and creating rhythmic patterns
	Exploring pitch 
Recognizing changes in pitch and copying simple pitch patterns
Performing simple melodic patterns using voices and pitched instruments
Representing pitch
Creating music for a performance

	Year 2
	Pulse and rhythmic patterns
Performing rhythms and movement to a steady pulse
Copying and creating rhythmic patterns
Combining rhythmic patterns
Representing rhythmic patterns
	Musical moods 
Recognizing and exploring musical mood.
Choosing sounds to match a character, mood or theme
Sequencing and combining sounds to tell stories and create effects
Creating and performing soundscapes
	Pitch and melody
Identifying and describing changes in pitch
Copying pitch patterns
Creating and notating simple melodies
Performing simple musical accompaniments and preparing for performance

	Year 3

	Exploring rhythmic patterns
Feeling the pulse and copying rhythmic patterns.
Exploring call and response
Performing a simple rhythmic ostinato
Composing and notating rhythmic patterns
	Painting pictures with sound
Identifying the interrelated dimensions of music
Accompanying songs with suitable timbre and expression
Creating sounds in response to a stimulus
To compose music to communicate stories and settings
	Sing play notate
Describing and experimenting with pitch
Representing pitch 
Exploring the pentatonic scale
Performing songs with tuned accompaniments

	Year 4
	Rhythmic structures
Copying rhythmic patterns and performing together
Exploring notation
Sticking to my part
Composing in a rhythmic frameworK
	Musical contrasts
Exploring instrumental timbre and instrument families
Exploring major and minor tonalities
Recognizing and responding to musical instructions
Composing in a structure
	Melodies and song structures
Describing and internalizing pitch
Composing and improvising with a given range of notes
Composing and notating melodies
Exploring song structure and preparing for performance


	Year 5
	Exploring rhythmic layers
Exploring time signatures and performing together
Performing rhythms expressively
Exploring rhythmic texture
Creating and notating musical texture
	Music and words
Developing an understanding of the inter-related dimensions and musical vocabulary
Improvising musical patterns
Exploring Jazz
Composing and notating music inspired by lyrics and poetry
	Exploring melody, harmony and lyrics
Exploring melodic layers
Exploring scales, intervals and chords
Creating and playing harmonic accompaniments
Combining lyrics, melody and harmony

	Year 6
	Rhythmic devices and structure
Exploring time signatures and performing together
Performing rhythms expressively
Performing polyrhythms with expression
Organizing rhythmic ideas in a structure
	Musical effects and mood. 
Improvising and exploring vocal and instrumental effects
Using harmony to create moods and atmosphere
Exploring musical styles and performance skills Composing and performing music to create moods and atmosphere
	Celebrating songs
Investigating song ingredients
Exploring scales and sequences
Playing and creating chord sequences and basslines
Composing and performing music for an occasion


Red – These topics are non-negotiable and are required to be taught and revisited on both cycles to ensure there is clear progression in the substantive knowledge taught and there is an equality of opportunity for all children. Green - Bespoke enrichment topics linked to our locality, community and our cohorts.
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